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Officers
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Ron Colborn BFLPOA Meeting August 31, 2024

Art Peterson Time: 10AM

Steve Shepherd L
Where: The Rock at Big Fish Lake.



Committee Contacts

Advertising — Ray Bierbaum, Jr.
BFL Directory - Mary Kiser

BFL Flags - John Brocar

Holiday Party 2024 — Sue Brazzell

Lake Weeds - Chris Brooks Marcellus/Volinia SAD
liaison

Neighborhood Watch - Contact your block captain
Picnic 2024 — Tom Dinneen

Poker Run 2024 — Ron Colborn

Website - Mary Kiser

Welcome Baskets — Sharon Simpson

Welcome Party 2025 - TBD

Neighborhood Watch Block Captains

Mike Hauser — Grandview Drive

Walt Leazenby — Red Run Road
Kelly Lewis — Red Run Road
Jerry Melko — Red Run Road

Art Peterson — Fish Lake Drive
Steve & Cheri Shepherd — Lake St/Steininger Rd
Gary Troop — EIm Drive

BFL Flags for Sale

To purchase a BFL flag ($40) for your yard or boat,
contact John Brocar, 312-835-0138 or Ray
Bierbaum, Jr..574-292-3310.

Calendar of Events - 2024

Meetings

Board 9 AM  General 10 AM
August 31

Events

Poker Run August 3

Holiday Party November 30

BFL — Apparel and More

Association apparel with choice of logo can be
ordered online and delivered directly to you. Go to
www.rokkitwear.com. Then enter Big Fish Lake
Property Owners Association.

Neighborhood Security System

24-hour surveillance. New, larger signs will be posted
soon.

Boat Safety Certificate

Any motorized boat operator born after June 30,
1996, is required by law to pass a boater safety
course and to carry a boater education card. In
addition, boater education is also required for all
Personal Water Craft operators born after December
31, 1978. To learn safe boating operation and to get
certified, go online at boat-ed.com/michigan

Unleashed Dogs.

According to Michigan law, no dog owner is allowed
to have his or her dog stray in public unless leashed
properly. This applies to any area that is not on the
dog owner’s property. If you are bothered by an
unleased dog, contact the Cass County Animal
control at (269)445-3701

Big Fish Lake POA Equipment Rentals

In addition to rental fees, a $25 deposit is required for
tents. Deposit will be refunded upon return.

2 Bean Bag Toss games — Free

Tent 10 x 10 - $10

Tent 15 x 15 - $!5 (tents must be dry upon return)
Picnic Tables - $5 each

Contact Ray Bierbaum, Jr. 574-292-3310


http://www.rokkitwear.com/

Welcome Party 2024

Many thanks to our hosts Frank and Becky Militello.




Little Free Library Dedication

Big Fish Lake now has a second Little Free Library
exchange box which will serve the southside
community. A dedication took place on June 15,
2024. The LFL is available for you to take a book
and/or leave a book.

Pictured at the dedication are, Ron Colborn,
Phyllis Jerke, Tabetha Banashak, Sue Krzus,
Cheri Shepherd, Steve Shepherd, Alice
Paulsen.

Thanks to Ron Colborn for acquiring this
exchange box and to the Shepherd’s for
placing it on their property. It's a lovely
location.

BFLPOA Board Elections 2025

Elections for officers and directors take place
next year. Please consider serving a 3-year
term for any position. If you want more
information, meet with a current serving member
at the POA meeting on August 31, 2024.

Marcellus Township Wood Memorial
Library

- ——— LIBRARY CARD? ——— -
WHAT CANIDO
DO QUALIFY FOR r WITH M3 CARD?
Roi? \X 1DONT QUALIFY 1.Check out books
Town;l;:g:”zzrved: fOR A FREE CARD DVDs, magazines,
& mobile hotspots
Flowerfield
Porter That's okay! 2.Access e-hooks &
Newberg Fét 4 oiie tiime audiobooks via the
Volinia Libby app
Ifyou are a fee Of_ $20, we 3.Interlibrary loan
teacher/student at the can give you a items from other
Marcellus Community Iibrary card if you libraries using
Schools or Howardsville Mel.or
Schools, you qualify. are out of our AN o e Mih
ik , service area, no ' Azzs:; p:ss e al
If you have a card at any
branch of the Cass matter where you -
District Library or the reside.
Van Buren District
Library, you also qualify. MARCELLUS
o 269.646.9654 \\ TowNHIp
marcellusmichiganlibrary@gmail.com 'L MEMORIAL

205 E. Main St. Marcellus, M 23057 |_|BRARY

Marcellus Township, Cass County Michigan-
Lake Area ORV Ordinance NO. 2018-1

(Amended)

Off-road vehicles and golf carts have returned to our
township streets. Please review the amended
ordinance regarding operating rules on our website
at bigfishlake.org. At the July 6 BFLPOA meeting a
concern was raised regarding children operating
these vehicles in an unsafe manner.

Big Fish Lake Catch of the Day

Look what Alice Paulsen’s granddaughter Lexie
caught when fishing off the dock.




Boat Parade 2024




A Safety Reminder for Everyone Navigating Our Lakes.

A person shall maintain 100 feet from any dock, boat, raft, buoyed or occupied swimming area
while driving at other than slow — no wake speed

Slow — no wake means operation at a very slow speed to minimize the wake created by your
vessel.

| \ ‘l ‘ 1 |
= Weaving your vessel chrough cong&stet‘:l wal:c ‘ l)“r &pﬁic
or swerving at the lasc possnblc moment xn\ordcr té\ LAt
avoid collision ‘ i
= Jumping the wake of another v 1 unnec arily close to
the other vessel or when VlSlbl.llty around the other vessel
is restricred ‘
= Chasing, harassing. or disturbing wnld.hf: with your vessel
= Causing damage from the wake of your vessel




Are You Really Prepared for a Boating Emergency?
by Ron Colborn

| thought everyone was safe on our boat. | always carry more than enough life jackets. | have one out for
each passenger and require anyone age 9 or less to always have a life jacket on. | also have a throwable
flotation ring tied next to my captain’s seat. | found out the hard way that this is not enough. We had a
family go out with us on our pontoon boat and we were having a great time swimming and cruising the
lakes. We stopped back home for lunch and then went out for another cruise. We stopped to go swimming
again and my wife, Barb, and | were entertaining the two children in the back of the boat while the parents
took a swim, without life jackets. Shortly, the husband is asking me for the throwable ring, because he says
his wife can’t get back to the boat. He did not think to throw any of the life jackets to her that were laying on
the seats. Suddenly | realized that we are looking at a life or death situation. Barb started the motor and |
went to the front to see what needed to be done to rescue her. His wife was doing everything she could to
keep her head above water and by this time she was too far away to throw her a life jacket. Barb tried to
get closer to her, but was only circling her. | took over and put it in reverse to line up better and pulled up to
her with the boat ladder in place. Her husband, who was on the ladder, grabbed her and pulled her toward
the boat. | grabbed her wrists and he got under her and tried to help me lift her onto the boat from the
ladder. She later confirmed that her weight is 125 Ibs. 125 Ibs. of dead weight is an unbelievable lift for 2
men. It took us about 5 minutes to get her totally onto the boat. She was breathing fine, just totally spent.
We rushed her home and thankfully she recovered quickly!

What we learned that may help save lives in the future:

1. Require everyone who goes swimming to wear a proper size life jacket. Beyond not knowing
their swimming ability, they could experience a heart attack or other medical crisis and it will help
you assist them.

2. Have the throwable life-saving ring with attached rope easily accessible and mounted on the
front or rear of your boat or have 2 for extra safety.

3. Practice maneuering your boat directly to a floating person. It takes practice and you don’t want to
lose time in an emergency. Backing up to align with someone, rather than going straight forward to
them is normally going to be the quickest way.

4. Ask yourself if you are going to be able to get your passenger back in the boat if they are unable to
help. For me this was the most challenging factor we were faced with. If you know you can'’t, please
consider not swimming from your boat, or have others with you.

5. Jumping in to rescue someone is the last and most dangerous option to consider. Even a strong,
skilled lifeguard knows that a drowning person is panicking and can grab them and take them down
also. Give the floundering person anything that floats and pull them to the boat or shore. The only
time you should make contact yourself is if they are no longer struggling and you have the training to
be successful.

Our experience was frightening, but even with our mistakes, everything turned out alright. Please talk about
this with your family and friends and prevent it from happening to you.
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bag Lakes POKER RUN 6
Signup at The Rock Aug.3rd from 10am-11:30, $25 per player

Big Fish-Finch-East & West Saddle

Starting at noon, follow your map to collect envelopes from marked docks around the lakes.

We'll meet up at Penn’s Grove to count your cards at 3pm, with a hog roast at 4pm. Please bring
a dish to pass. BYOB.

T e S, s ~y
~- BLBEGAL
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499 S Burney, Marcellus MIi csh\\>k
1S UST, FRIDAY VT AUGUST, SATUDAN
OPENING AT 11 AM OPENING AT 8 AM

- Cormhole Tournarment Spam

Car show 8-2Z2pm

Fishing contest S8am
Pony rides 10-3pm
Marcellus Talent 12 PM
Cormnhole tournamment 3pm
Slimmknot 4 PN

Mud Creek 7 PM

BOTH DAYS
Dunk Tanmnk
Beer Tent
Food Trucks and Vendors
Rides and Carmnival Games
AND MORE! —

-
e Lascoulful Spmm
- Rebel Pride 7pmm




A Note to Our Advertisers




SUN
SHADE

AWNING

Retractable Awnings
for Decks and Patios

Roll Up Curtains
for Screened Porches

Boat Covers and Tops
Aluminum Awnings

Contact Mark at
269-244-5307

markbidelman@comcast.net

12291 Bidelman Road
Three Rivers, Michigan 49093

www.SunandShadeAwning.com
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DOCK & LIFT i
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: o
Lift your lakefront B SOMPT |
expectations. i k|

Greg Peters
Custom Docks & Custom Welding

56534 Penn Rd | 269-445-7304
Cassopoils, Ml 49031

Gregsdockservicellc@gmail.com




11

_@_

SALES - SERV)CE - PARTS & ACCESSORIES
mmmmmmm 269-720-7168 aamm———8
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Bob Twardowski, Owner

57878 County-Road 671 (M-51 Hwy)

Westviewgcm@gmail.com

(269) 782-4000

JERDON

REALESTATE, INC. | ESTABLISHED 1950

THOMAS F. JERDON

WWW.JERDON.NET
32502 M-62 WEST, DOWAGIAC, MI 49047
E-MAIL TOM@JERDON.NET

APOLLO I

MARINE Kyle Rau

O 15355 96th Ave.
w Lawton, MI 49065
W phone (269) 423-6011
fax (269) 423-6012

www.apollomarine.net

0

Salons
141 E. Main St.

Marcellus, MI 49067 269-646-1102

éﬁm

Pesit Gontrol
PO Box 279

Lawton, Ml 49065

Tim Strausberg

(269)-624-5137 advancepc.lawton@gmail.com

Roy MEeYER, Owner

Tyszka Tree Service

10+ yrs experience and fully insured.

Adam Tyszka 269-783-6074

Call to schedule a free estimate.

Tree climber.

MzYzR WOOD PRODULTS

+PICNICTABLES [EBRSS e

CHap CoNOLLY, Store Manager

32180 RED ARROW HWY., PAW PAW - (269) 657-3450
www.meyerwoodproducts.com | email: meyerwoodproducts@gmail.com

ly owned since 1
SALES & SEII'II:E x}\_ PAIITS

BENNINGTON PONTOONS =~ CROWNLINE BOATS = HURRICANE DECKBOATS
ALUMACRAFT FISHING BOATS = YAMAHA OUTBOARDS = ReG BOAT LIFTS AND DOCKS

13180 E. Jefferson, Mishawaka o 574.250.1510 « 574.674.5687
3931A E. Jacksen Blvd., Elkhart » 574.295.7632

Steve Wyland, presipent SteveW@wylandsmarine.com




Casual Dining Atmosphere
Over 250 Brands of Beer
46 Drafts on Tap

Full Menu Dining

Meeting Rooms

Cocktail
FOOD, FOAM, &  Cockiails

GOOD FRIENDS  imports To Go

155 N. Main, Lawton, Ml (269)624-1200
Wed. - Thurs. 11 am.- 10 p.m., Fri. & Sat. 11 am.- 11 p.m.
Sunday Noon - 8 p.m. Closed Mondays
Temporally Closed Tuesdays Due to Staffing
www. Bigtrestaurant.com

DESIGNS

\[Manaa Lonie

Fabrication & Textiles Consultant

269.252.8807

Ddesigns2018@gmail.com

Lawson’s Citgo

CITGO.
Gasoline, Diesel, & Convenience ltems
Lawrence, Lawton,
M-51 Hwy @ 194, Marcellus

110 E. Third St., P. O. Box 267, Lawton, Mi 49065
Phone 269-624-4851, Bulk Deliveries available

MIKE LUNA

LUNA MARINE & STORAGE

« Boat Lift & Dock Sales

» Indoor & Outdoor Storage
« Barge Services

e Marine Essentials & More

269-444-5862
WWW.LUNAMARINE.COM
INFO@LUNAMARINE.COM

Jt@rbo\LEShores

REALTY & PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

Specializing in Southwest Florida Real Estale

Patrick J. Quinlan, rRearror®
Broker/Owner
Direct: 239.565.1556

Patrick@HarbourShoresRealty.com
www.HarbourShoresRealty.com

Redefining the Building Experience

Susan Loux
Dream Builders, A Loux & Hayden Company, LLC
Ml License #2101135340

Wausau Homes Cassopolis

123 S. Broadway | Cassopolis, Ml 49031
Direct: 269.228.8021 | Cell: 269.228.1579
louxs@wausauhomes.com

w Homes.com

vausaunomes.com

PaulDeLano  Broker/Owner

269.445.8877
The’\/
LAKE LIFE
REALTY GROUP

69150 Sunset Boulevard + Union, Michigan 49130
888.458.3914 fax | Paul@Thelakelifecom | TheLakeLife.com

PHONE
616-646-3027

Terrill’'s Super Market

® HOME DRESSED MEATS at All Times
@ CUSTOM BUTCHERING by Appointment

Ron Terrill MARCELLUS, MICH. 49067
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Ph: (269) 646-5345

: icoysresort.com francoysresort@aol.com

Certified Residential £
Appraiser 3 ’“L\
License #1201002510

2. B
LOUX & HAYDEN REALTY

Farm -« Residential -+ Commercial + Lake

Susan Loux

Cell: 269/228-1579

Office: 269/445-2633

Fax: 269/445-8293

Toll Free: 866/545-2633
wloux@louxhaydenrealty.com

125 S. Broadway
Cassopolis, Ml 49031

H) 9 ADAMS HARDWARE INC
#0042

TIM MCCORMICK
JENNEE MCCORMICK
OWNERS

115 THIRD ST
PO BOX 336
LAWTON, ME49065

PHONE {269 624-3531
FAX(269) 624-2203
cadamshardwiire4 2 @ychos.com

Cressy&FEverett1|

REAL ESTATE

Sheree L Slott
Associate Broker
REALTOR®, GRI, RSPS
Chairman’s Club

269-501-5408
91807 CR 690
Dowagiac, MI 49047 LEADING

shereeslott@cressyeverett.com @ REAL ESTATE
COMPANIES”

cressyeverett.com/shereeslott e /i orin

www.highsmarine.com

Phone: 4089 East Delaware Street

{269) 423-7065 DECATUR, MICHIGAN 49045

Sean Grames

& gatt&w Tue.

471 East Main Street
Marcellus, Ml 49067
269-646-9133

Fax 269-646-3262

\ RICHMOND 269) 646-5368
SERVICE, INC. (269) 244-5368

DON'T FUSS ~ CALL

SEPTIC AND DRY WELL PUMPING
PORTABLE TOILET RENTALS
LINE CLEANING
MINOR PLUMBING REPAIR

ALLEN M. LAMMOTT
OWNER

“A TRUSTED NAME FOR 4 GENERATIONS"
RICHMONDSANITARYSERVICES.COM




TABLES € CHAIRS! DELIVERY

SHEDEVENTRENTAL.COM

269-550-7945
—virenh A

*Free Estimates ‘ ﬁ
*Licensed & Insured

Good's Mechanical

& Construction Services, LLC

Dock Bros.
269-718-2125

Brandon Good

QumeriCperatos *MI Mechanical Contractor
13762 Lilly St. License #7118057
Marcellus, Ml 49067 *MI Residential Builder
(269) 919-2155 License #2102222639

goodsmcs @ outlook.com

l ¢ Stump Removal e Free Estimates
¢ Crane Service s Snow Plowing

s Firewood & S
S AN

FOR TEE TIMES & RESERVATIONS

4853143
5: SUNDAY —SATURDAY  7AM =10 PM
LOCATION; 22041 M0 EAST  CASSOPOLIS, MI 49031 100 W. South S(
ou
JAY CLARK ThEE SERW‘CE Decalur, MI 49045
JARED CLARK BECAIVE 269-423-7614
MITCH CLARK Fax: 269-423-6290
STONE- SAND- GRAVEL- FILL- TOP SOIL- EXCAVATING- TRENCHING - SEWER & SEPTIC 11920 McKinley St.
Jones, Michigan ~ »
P ROGER Offering our Guests... . &
/&:::TLQ R I P P S ®  Hair Services : H Salon & Spa
) corrich o Facials & Hydrafacial MD :
V_fL::z::nXEAVATI N E, INC. ¢  EyelashLift & Tint . (269) 244_;;10 %ﬁ
“Let Us Do Your Dirty Work” o Dedicures & Manicues o i ol
. o  HurExensions ' www.satorisalonandspa.com
" . Office . o Sugaring- HairRemoval Email: satorisalonspa@gmail.com
Jim Cripps (269) 273-2297 Bob Cripps o Waing .
(269) 580-5095 (269) 217-3285 o Wedding Parties . Organic Salon & Day Spa
ajcripps6@gmail.com beripps@live.com o GiftCards Bugora Helr products & Saori Scn Gare Prodicts

52860 U.S. 131 - Three Rivers MI 49093




VFW Post 4054 | *oors

53550 M-40 Marcellus, MI [259) 6463498 Auxillary cooks

sl

Dinner 5-7pm
Thank you for your
continued support for TUESDAYS:
e terans Brats & Burgers 4TH FRIDAY OF EVERY
5-7pm; Darts at 7pm INTH:
THURSDAYS: ked

Queen of Hearts

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

Ryan Ferguson
(269) 929-1755
freedompropertymaintenanceinc@gmail.com

. Ceramrc Showers

Chapter 2 Customs B | |

Wattles arsius, w, 40067 v Trim

Owner  269-587-2351 ¢ \ Doors
Chapter 2 customs on Facebook ( /- Dry Wall, etc..

15



Femishing fore Vowr
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LIVING ROOM e BEDROOM e DINING ROOM e MATTRESSES
UNIQUE ACCESSORIES e GIFTS & HOME DECOR

MONDAY-FRIDAY 9-5, SATURDAY 9-3
57530 M-51 SOUTH, DOWAGIAC MI (800) 884-5020
WWW.IMPERIALFURNITUREDOWAGIAC.COM

gt [

NEW LEATF

BOULDER SEAWAILLS & LAKESIDE LANDSCAPES

269-462-0966

SERVING SOUTHWEST MICHIGAN
newleafofswmich@gmail.com
www.newleaflandscapesmichigan.com

o NewLeafLandscapesSod&Sprinklers




g MARCELLUS

TOWNHP | MR
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L MEMORIAL

\~\D ERso LlBRARY SCA bE
JP 205 E Main St - Marcgllus, M
(269 9654

/VSULA‘\' ik
269 -496-7660 marcellus.michlibrary.org

jpsan erson11@gmall com

840 AVERY D MENDON, M1

Kavern Swe'y

COPPER GE
: A wé&vy
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Yﬂllll NEW WEEKEND RITUAL :
Come and enjoy our market on Carlson Farms! pa/é’t“’?/&% %&wj

We've got an amazing selection of frozen

meat that comes right from our farm: lamb, E . S&K&Of&&m

beef, chicken, and pork. Stock up on our farm-
fresh eggs.

While you're here, enjoy our evening and }" F 4
morning menus, including a full breakfast on w wyh—f vy
Saturday. Come out and see us, and learn why

so many have made our market their weekend [?/?IJ,

ritual!

FRI - 3PM - 6PM 34460 96th Ave  269-436-1180
SAT - 10AM - 2PM  Lawton M| 49065  copperridgemi.com

17



mailto:marcellus.michlibrary.org

THE ROCK

AT BIG FISH LAKE

DINING ROOM & BAR HOURS

THURSDAY - FRIDAY - SATURDAY
4:00 - 10:00
SUNDAY - MONDAY
4:00 - 2:00

FRIDAY - SATURDAY - SUNDAY
4:00 - 2:00
OPEN MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND - LABOR DAY WEEKEND

TheRockAtBigFishLake.com
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Big Fish Lake Association Annual Membership Application

We welcome all lake area residents to join the Big Fish Lake Property Owners Association. Your
membership dues support lake activities. Plus, you also receive a spring, summer, and fall newsletter.

Dues is $20 per family. Additional $14 (optional) for the Riparian magazine.

Membership Enroliment Form:

Date Completed:

Name(s):

Lake Address:

City: Marcellus State: Ml Zip: 49067

Home phone: Cell phone:

Email address: (needed so you will receive our newsletters and important announcements)

Mark selection: Dues: $20
Riparian: $14
Total: $

Payable to BFLPOA. Mail to: BFLPOA, Attn. Lynn Carr, Treasurer, PO Box 601, Marcellus, Ml 49067



