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A Message from the President

Hello All BFLPOA Members,

Summer is over. The leaves have turned colors and are falling. Boats and piers are no longer in the lake but on shore.
Temps are cooler now. Pumpkin Spice is the flavor of choice at the coffee shops. | guess you get the point. Fall is here
and winter is coming. | know some/most of you love this time of year. Me, well I'm a summer guy. | wish we could shave a
month or two off winter and add it to summer. That’s not going to happen but | would vote for it if that were possible.

Since our last newsletter we've had a lot going on. In early August we had our annual Poker Run. We had around 100
players going to the different stops throughout Big Fish, Finch, and Saddlebag lakes in search of the best poker hands they
could put together. Also at each stop, the hosts would have a snack and a cocktail of some sort to offer the payers. After
cruising around the lakes, the players gathered at The Rock to find the best 5 hands and pay those the prize money. Then
we had finger food and cocktails and plenty of fun. Thanks to all the players, dock hosts, card counters, advertisers, The
Rock employees, and all the other volunteers. A special thanks goes out to Ron Colborn who was the Chairman of the
event. Also, to Jon Grondahl who helped Ron with a lot of the details.

We just had our 2 annual Fall Party on Saturday, October 18t. This was also at The Rock. It was attended by 45
people. The Fall Party has taken the place of the Holiday Party which we always had the Saturday after Thanksgiving. The
attendance at the Holiday Party had been dwindling the last few years so we tried moving to October and it has been a
success. Sue Brazzell with the help of Phyllis Jerke put this event together and did a fantastic job. The menu was
excellent, mostaccioli meatballs, salad, bread, and more. Cake was dessert and was very good. People had a fun time
eating/drinking and mingling with friends and lake neighbors. This party was really one of the best get-togethers | have
seen here at BFL. Thanks to all who helped and attended the party. Going forward, I'm hoping and really feel the Fall Party
will continue to grow in popularity ad increase in attendance.

Another exciting new bit of news is our newly launched Facebook page. The Big Fish Lake Property Owners Association
page. This page is the new group created for the benefit of property owners and families of big fish Lake and connecting
lakes to share everything happening around our lakes. This is the official group for our Property Owners Association and
the board will share information important to the property owners and notify you of upcoming BFLPOA events. If you
haven’t joined this page, please look it up and join. You can also find a BFLPOA membership application on the page so
you can renew your membership or join if you’re not already a member. Three members of the board are Administrators or
Moderators. If you have any questions, needs, ideas, etc., we will see them and try to respond to you. We have over 100
members and the page has only been active a short time.

In closing, this has been a very enjoyable summer lake season. Now it’s time for falling leaves, turkey, Santa,
snowmobiles, ice fishing and Swiss Valley. It won’t be long before the boats and piers will be back in the lake and | can
hardly wait.

Until next time,

Ray Bierbaum, BFLPOA President



Committee Contacts

Advertising — Ray Bierbaum, Jr.
BFL Directory - Mary Kiser
Fall Festival - Sue Brazzell

Lake Weeds - Chris Brooks Marcellus/VVolinia SAD
liaison

Neighborhood Watch - Contact your block captain
Newsletter — Phyllis Jerke

Picnic 2026 — Tom Dinneen

Poker Run 2026 — Ron Colborn

Website - Mary Kiser

Neighborhood Watch Block Captains

Mike Hauser — Grandview Drive

Walt Leazenby — Red Run Road
Kelly Lewis — Red Run Road
Jerry Melko — Red Run Road

Art Peterson — Fish Lake Drive
Steve & Cheri Shepherd — Lake St/Steininger Rd
Gary Troop — EIm Drive

BFLPOA Activity Dates — 2026
Meetings

May 30, July 4, September 5
Board 9AM General 10AM

Events

June 13 Welcome Party
July Boat Parade (date TBD)
July 18 BFLPOA Picnic
August 8 Poker Run
October 17 Fall Party

Details will be circulated prior to each event.

Biq Fish Lale Apparel

Scan the QR code for access to the apparel
website.

BIG FISH LAKE PROPERTY OWNERS ASSOCIATION
OFFICIAL ONLINE STORE

¥ ROKKITWEAR
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Neighborhood Security System

Our 24-hour high-tech surveillance system
keeping us safe.
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THIS PROPERTY
1S PROTECTED BY
VIDEO SURVEILLANCE
TRESPASSERS WILL
BE PROSECUTED




Our Little Free Libraries Annual July 4t Water Balloon Fight
BFL Northside Neighborhood
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Poker Run 2025

Available all year.

Automated External Defibrillator

Now located inside the entrance to The Rock.

, W EMERGENCY DEFIBRILLATOR _




Fall Party - 2025

Look at these two dressed in orange and black.

What a fun evening. Thanks to Sue Brazzell
chairperson, Phyllis Jerke assistant, Ron Colborn,
Barb Colborn, Cheryl Chemers party set-up.



Smile....... You’re on the BFLPOA surveillance cameras.

By Allen Funt

As many of you may know, in the spring of 2023
the BFLPOA Board of Directors approved the
purchase of CCTV system with security cameras
recording to DVR which can store hundreds of
hours of streaming video to help protect our
community. These cameras are high-end, motion
activated, commercial grade security cameras,
with night vision. These cameras are strategically
located to best serve our community, and they
have. Most recently a nefarious perpetrator came
into our community with the sole purpose of
stealing from us. On 9/26 at approximately 1:30
PM this perpetrator stole one of our neighbor’s
lawn mowers from in front of the house of a lawn
he was cutting. Our neighbor immediately reported
this crime to the board administrators, and we
were able to identify the perpetrator with our
camera’s (see attached photos). These photos
were sent to the Cass County Sheriff's
Department, and they were able to identify this 13:36:58
criminal through their network of other law
enforcement agencies. This criminal was identified
as a White Pigeon resident and he was brought to
justice for his crime.
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This system is in place to work for all BFLPOA
members, but the most critical bit of information is
an accurate window of time, which this neighbor
provided. Our chances of successfully retrieving
these videos are totally dependent on an accurate
timeline, which means within a few hours of the
occurrence. This is not because the video is not
being stored, it's because it's extremely time-
consuming to go through it. We are also in
process of trying to get the Cass County Sheriff's
Department access to our system as well. We are
currently waiting for them to see if this is
something they can do. This system was not
inexpensive by any means, but we feel it has and
will continue to benefit our community for years to
come. Our intention is to expand our surveillance
system down the road.




Smart911

By Cheryl Chemers
(Reprinted from the 2025 Summer newsletter.)

Smart911 is a web-based application developed to
provide the first responder network with fast, and
accurate dispatch information coming in from 911
calls. Originally created in 2009, Smart911 was
introduced to Michigan counties in 2017 through a
state funded grant.

Why Smart911

Fast and accurate dispatch information can reduce
emergency response times, and potentially
improve outcomes.

How it Works

Create your Smart911 account and profile. The
information you enter is only seen by dispatch
centers. You can include as much, or as little
information as you would like (including pets,
service animals, or special notes you would want
responders to know). In an emergency, the
Smart911 system recognizes your information and
is instantly visible to call takers. Your profile can be
edited and updated as needed.

In addition, your information will “travel” with you to
areas that have implemented the Smart911
system.

Resources:
smart911.com
govtech.com

Congratulations

Wayne and Sue Brazzell recently celebrated 50
years of marriage. Wayne serves on the
BFLPOA board. Sue is our Fall Party planner.
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Fall Lake Scene

Recent photo submitted by Sharon Melko



Area Businesses

Please Support our Advertisers



Pro Dock Inc.
269-447-4796
prodockservice@gmail.com

PRO DOCK

DOCK, LIFT, AND BARGE SERVICES

PRO 22 DOCK

(269) 447-4796
prodockinc.com

YOUR LOCAL -
BULMANN
DOCK & LIFT

——
AUTHORIZED DEALER

BULMANNDOCK.COM

SERVICE - PARTS & ACLL_).JU

— 269-720-7168 ===
Paw Paw, Michigan

Bob Twardowski, Owner
37704 W. Red Arrow Highway

Westviewgecm@gmail.com

N Gregs Dock Service

Featuring Anodize Docks in 5
E Different Colors,
Connect-A-Docks, Muck Mats, Roll-
*  In Docks, Boat Lifts, Jet Ski Pod,
s Kayak Launchers and more

55534 Penn Rd, Cassopolis, Ml 49031
gregsdockservicellc@agmail.com
269-445-T304
www.facebook.com/GregsDockService

\

APOLLO

MARINE Kyle Rau
@ 15355 96th Ave.
m Lawton, M 49065
W phone (269) 423-6011
NS/ o) fax (269) 423-6012

www.apollomarine.net

G.W JONES
EXCHANGE BANK

M
= Pest GControl

PO Box 279
Lawton, M| 49065

Tim Strausberg

(269)-624-5137 advancepc.lawton@gmail.com




(269) 782-4000

JERDON

REAL ESTATE, INC. | ESTABLISHED 1950

THOMAS F. JERDON

WWW.JERDON.NET
32502 M-62 WEST, DOWAGIAC, MI 49047
E-MAIL TOM@JERDON.NET

0

Salons

141 E. Main St.
Marcellus, MI 49067 269-646-1102
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Casual Dining Atmosphere
Over 250 Brands of Beer
46 Drafts on Tap

Full Menu Dining

Meeting Rooms

-l Cocktail
FOOD, FOAM, &  Cockais

GOOD FRIENDS Imports To Go

155 N. Main, Lawton, Ml [269)624-1200
Wed. - Thurs. 11 am. - 10 p.m., Fri. & Sat. 11 am.- 11 p.m.
Sunday Noon - 9 p.m. Closed Mondays
Temporally Closed Tuesdays Due to Staffing
www. Bigtrestaurant.com

MzyzR WOOD PRODULTS

¢ PICNIC TABLES
+ SHEDS
+ DOCKS
+ AMISH

Roy MEYER, Owner CHap CoNOLLY, Siore Manager

32180 RED ARROW HWY., PAW PAW - (269) 657-3450
www.meyerwoodproducts.com | email: meyerwoodproducts@gmail.com

BENNINGTI]I\I ?@' GIIBFHEY & SYUIRN @ STARGBAFT @f HHRB]GANE
KAWASAKI JET SKIS XEx YAMAHA OUTBOARDS <5 RGC BOAT LIFTS AND DOCKS

13100 Jefferson Blvd. Mishawaka e 574.259.1510
3931A East Jackson Blvd. Elkhart e 574.295.7632 1
Tlm Buzalskl MANAGER Tlm@wylandsmarme com f&

Lawson’s Citgo

CITGO.
Gasoline, Diesel, & Convenience Items
Lawrence, Lawton,
M-51 Hwy @ 194, Marcellus

110 E. Third St., P. O. Box 267, Lawton, Mi 49065
Phone 269-624-4851, Bulk Deliveries available

"!a%%gg Redefining the Building Experignce
~

Susan Loux
Dream Builders, A Loux & Hayden Company, LLC
Ml License #2101135340

Wausau Homes Cassopolis

123 S. Broadway | Cassopolis, Ml 49031
Direct: 269.228.8021 | Cell: 269.228.1579
louxs@wausauhomes.com

WausauHomes com
wausauriomes.con

DESIGNS

Your Local One Stop Shop For
Window Treatments, Interior/
Exterior Cushions, Fabric

Selections & More (269) 252-8807

MICHIGAN




MIKE LUNA
LUNA MARINE

« Boat Sales & Service
« Dock & Lift Sales and Service
« Indoor & Outdoor Storage
« Marine Essentials & More

269-444-5862
WWW.LUNAMARINE.COM
INFO@LUNAMARINE.COM
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Certified Residential LD
Appraiser b A X M‘s
License #1201002510 \

LOUX & HAYDEN REALTY

Farm - Residential - Commercial + Lake

Susan Loux

Cell: 269/228-1579

Office: 269/445-2633

Fax: 269/445-8293

125 S. Broadway Toll Free: 866/545-2633
Cassopolis, Ml 49031 wloux@louxhaydenrealty.com

Paul DeLano ' Broker/Owner

- e’\/ 269.445.8877
LAKE LIFE

REALTY GROUP

69150 Sunset Boulevard + Union, Michigan 49130
888.458.3914 fax | Paul@ThelLakelifecom | TheLakeLife.com

471 East Main Street

Sean Grames

& gm Tnce.

Marcellus, Ml 49067
269-646-9133
Fax 269-646-3262

Floors By Fred« :Sons
)1292 0901

H5) 1" ADAMS HARDWARE INC

‘ TIM MCCORMICK
. Ceramic Showers JENNEE MCCORMICK

EI!’1_ IEI | & Back Splashes OWNERS

115 THIRD ST PHONE {26%) 624-3531
PO BOX 336 : FAX [269) 624-2203

LAWTON, M 49065 - adamshardwrired 2 @Wychoo com

Jim's Small Engine

43356 CR 653 Paw Paw MI Cr CSSy&EVCI' Ctti i

REAL ESTATE
49079 Credit Cards Accepted
Chainsaws,mowers,snowblowers Sheree L SIOﬁ

Associate Broker

pressure washers,generators,etc.
269-501-5408 REALTOR®, GRI, RSPS

269 674-9403 ] 91807 CR 690 Chairman’s Club
Dowagiac, MI 49047

REAL E)'I/\II L
shereeslott@cressyeverett.com @ h COMPANTES”

cressyeverett.com/shereeslott - o/ TiE woRtD

LEADING
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MERCURY hbe

GO BOLDLY.

:::::

E RICHMOND
SANITARY
SERVICE, INC.

DON'T FUSS ~ CALL US

iz

[=]
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OFFICE@RICHMONDSANITARYSERVICES.COM

Dack Bros.
LAMMOTT FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED 269-718-2125

FOR OVER 80 YEARS
PSALM 16:8

' *Free Estimates ‘ 6
*Licensed & Insured

Good's Mechanical

& Construction Services, LLC

Brandon Good

QuneriCpetator *MI Mechanical Contractor
13762 Lilly St. License #7118057
Marcellus, Ml 49067 *MI Residential Builder
(269) 919-2155 License #2102222639

goodsmes @outlook.com




. DIAMOND LAKE GOLF COURSE
DIAMOND LAKE ICE CREAM PARLOR
SOCCER GOLF
FOR TEE TIMES & RESERVATIONS

CALL: 269-445-3143
HOURS: SUNDAY - SATURDAY 7AM-10PM
LOCATION: 22041 M60 EAST  CASSOPOLIS, MI 49031

e Free Estimates

STONE-SAND- GRAVEL - FILL-TOP SOIL - EXCAVATING- TRENCHING - SEWER & SEPTIC
ROGER

"3
~hsRIPPS
L XCAVATINEG, inc.

“Let Us Do Your Dirty Work”

Office

Jim Cripps (269) 273-2297
(269) 580-5095

ajcripps6@gmail.com

Bob Cripps
(269) 217-3285

beripps@live.com

52860 U.S. 131 * Three Rivers MI 49093

e Stump Removal ¥

¢ Crane Service @ » Snow Plowing

« Firewood P

wy
et 100, Soul B8,
JAY CLARK  TREE SERVICE  pecaur, MI 49045
JARED CLARK DECATUR MI 269-423-7614
MITCH CLARK Fax: 269-423-6290
11923 MBO

Salon & Spa

Offering our Guests...

All Hair Services w/Natural Products
Massage / Facials

Hydrafacial MD Treatment

Eyelash Lift & Tint/Brow Lamination
Pedicures / Manicures

Waxing / Sugaring

Hair Extensions

Spa Treatments

Experience the Organic Difference’

Jones, Michigan

269.244.5510

www.satorisalonandspa.com
Email: satorisalonspa@gmail.com

STEP INTO LUXURY

gL e

574-264-2874
WakeSideMarine.com

Elkhart, IN
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'VFW Post 4054 |, Moows

53550 M-40 Marcellus, Mi (263) 646-3498 - Auxillary cooks

e e - === Dinner 5-7pm
Thank you for your
continued support for | TUESBﬁYSI

our Yeterans | : &
| Brats & Burgers 4TH FRIDAY OF EVERY
5-7pm; Darts at 7pm MONTH:

Steak
THURSDAYS:  paked po
Queen of Hearts ¢
drawing at 7pr

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

Ryan Ferguson
(269) 929-1755
freedompropertymaintenanceinc@gmail.com

5 Terrill’s Market

117 E. MAIN ST, MARCELLUS MI

Terrill's Market is a 108 year-old meat market and grocery
store; Blake, the fifth generation owner and head meat
cutter, keeps tradition alive by hand cutting, tfrimming,

grinding, stuffing, seasoning, and marinating everything we
sell in our meat case - all USDA Choice and ABOVE.

We offer a huge selection of steaks, chops, brats (46
unique flavors), chicken, sausage, deli meats and cheeses
as well as a large selection of produce (including locally
grown/organic). Stop in soon and find out why we've been
trusted by Marcellus and surrounding communities for 108
years and counting. You won't be disappointed.

@ 269.646.3027
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Imperial Furniture

D O W A G I A C

Famishingd for Your
//ome am’ Oo&ﬁzge/

LIVING ROOM » BEDROOM  DINING ROOM « MATTRESSES
UNIQUE ACCESSORIES * GIFTS & HOME DECOR

Ph (269 646-5345

MONDAY-FRIDAY 9-5, SATURDAY 9-3
francoysresort@aolcom

57530 M-51 SOUTH, DOWAGIAC MI (800) 884-5020
WWW.IMPERIALFURNITUREDOWAGIAC.COM

g VARCELLLS =
TOWNSHIP EI
WOOD

MEMORIAL E§

N
LIBRARY km

205 € Main St - Marcellus, Mi
(269) 646-9654
marcellus.michlibrary.org
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mailto:marcellus.michlibrary.org

PNDERS

T JIP

WSULAT\O
269-496-7660

jpsanderson11@gmail.com

840 AVERY DR. MENDON, M1

16
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NOW OPEN
Tre Wash

LAUNDROMAT

HOURS: 8 AM TO I e ANEE

8 PM
LAST LOAD 7 PM
350 MAIN ST,
LAWTON

r.“-—v"’#

COPPER R GE = Ko Sy

Jo 4 Forn HAT

YOUR NEW WEEKEND RITUAL
Come and enjoy our market on Carlson Farms! p“d’f“’?/&& %&wf

We've got an amazing selection of frozen

meat that comes right from our farm: lamb, S&K&&t&&%

beef, chicken, and pork. Stock up on our farm-
fresh eggs.

While you're here, enjoy our evening and 4
morning menus, including a full breakfast on ‘ FW?/”D'F?/&J/
Saturday. Come out and see us, and learn why

SO many have made our market their weekend {?/?/é/

rituall

P Bukory

FRI - 3PM - 6PM 34460 96th Ave 269-436-1180
SAT - 10AM - 2PM  Lawton MI 49065  copperridgemi.com =




J@rbour&hores

REALTY & PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

IT’S ALL ABOUT THE LIFESTYLE

Patrick Quinlan = Specializing in Premium Waterfront Property

REALTOR" Broker/COwner and LuxUryiiRen) Eatate

= 0

= Annual, Seasonal and Vacation Rentals Available

= Accredited Cape Coral Residential Specialist”
Representing Buyers, Sellers, Investors and Owners

= Successful Marketing and Advertising Program Utilizing
Multiple Real Estate Wabsites and Search Engines

= Outstanding Service/lncomparable Results!

Direct: 239.565.1556 » Patrick@HarbourShoresRealty.com
’\, 4903 Chiquita Boulevard Unit 1, Cape Coral, FL 33914
www. HarbourShoresReallty.com

w
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D & M
CANVAS

O: 269.244.8020 | C: 269.506.3276

PROTECT YOUR PORCH WITH

CUSTOM CANVAS COVERINGS

Sunbrella roll curtains
outdoor furniture covers
boat covers
pontoon covers

12291 BIDELMAN RD. | THREE RIVERS, Ml 49093




THE ROCK

AT BIG FISH LAKE

DINING ROOM & BAR HOURS

THURSDAY - FRIDAY - SATURDAY
4:00 - 10:00
SUNDAY - MONDAY
4:00 - 2:00

FRIDAY - SATURDAY - SUNDAY
4:00 - 9:00
OPEN MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND - LABOR DAY WEEKEND

TheRockAtBigFishLake.com
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Big Fish Lake Association Annual Membership Application

We welcome all lake area residents to join the Big Fish Lake Property Owners Association. Your
membership dues support lake activities and community projects. You will also receive a spring, summer,
and fall newsletter.

Dues are $20 per family. Additional $14 (optional) for the Riparian magazine.

Membership Enroliment Form:

Date Completed:

Name(s):

Lake Address: 2" address

City: Marcellus State: Ml ZIP: 49067 City: State: Zip:
Home phone: Cell phone:

Email address: (needed so you will receive our newsletters and important announcements)

Mark selection: Dues: $20
Riparian: $14
Total: $

Make checks payable to BFLPOA. Mail to: BFLPOA, Attn: Carol Peterson, Treasurer, PO Box 601, Marcellus,
MI 49067



